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ZLbe N11r0e9' fiDf&fonarp 'aeagiie 
Eghtbttion. 

The Nurses' Klissionary League is to be 
congratulated on the succew of its first es- 
hibition on May 9th at  the Holborn Hall, 
organised for the benefit of nurses. Through- 
oul the clay rslajs of nurses vi'sited the Exhibi- 
tion, and formed interested audiences at  the 
short addresses given at frequent intervals, 
the " side shows," the Chinese Feast in charge 
of Miss Tippet-the Zenana, where Ilise 
Houghton and Miss Hobbes described the 
life of Indian women, and a depressed 
looking widow in white s a t  on the 
floor ancl ground corn for the evening 
meal-ancl the Japanese reception, organised 
by Miss A. AL. Henty, gave greut pleasure as 
well as  imich iiiforniation to members. 

.Blindness .is prevalent in Japan, and no 
woncler. Imagine numbera of people with bad 
eyes touching first an idol, previously touched 
by hundreds of otheix with eyes in an infec- 
tious condition, and then placing their fingers 
OS their own eye&:, hoping for healing ! 

The iiunierous dishes provided in connec- 
tion with the Chinese Feast were supplied 
from a Chinese restaurant, and though they 
did not appear appetising to Western eyes, 
they are redly delicacies in China.. Sonic 
adroitness vas  necessary in managing the cup 
of tea with the inverted saucer on the top, 
people with long noses 1)eing specially hancli- 
capped, and surely those who are to eat coin- 
fortably with chopsticks must begin their ap- 
prenticeship on emerging from babyhood in 
order to acquire the art. Various interesting 
exhibits were on view here, including the outfit 
of a Chinese doctor, whosc practice includes 
the belief that there are some 200 places in 6he 
body which may he punctiired to  let out the 
poiaon3, or i81iu evil spirit causing the disease. 
Iii one instance MGss Tippet (of the Wilson 
MPmoriaI EIospital. Pingyangfu, China) tells 
that tho patient's heart n m  punctured, and 
death, of course, ensued. The doctor gax-e 
strict instructions tliut the inan was on no  ac- 
count to be disturbed for some houm, poclretted 
his fe,e, ancl made off! The instruments used 
for making these punctures are supposed to be 
made of gold or silver, but in reality are 
usually of steel, often rusty and dirty, and are 
a cause of much aggravation of pain ahi well a.s 
EU great danger. 

Can anrone hear of the life of Indian women 
in the Zenanas without wishing tn do some- 
thing to lighten the burden of the infei-tile 
days, the dreariness of outlook which BUL'- 

* I  

rounds' our Indian 'sisters? The tale of the 
Indian zenanas is no new one, and yet the 
force of its appeal should be increased rather 
than lessened by this fact. Year in year out  
the stunted Iife goes on behind the purdah, 
varied by the pain and peril of childbirth--a 
very real peril indeed where skillecl help is 
not forthcoming-and the one change to look 
forward to  in the future is that to widowhood, 
when the m70mnn is treated as something de- 
grade'd. Henceforth her coloured clothing and 
ornaments are discarded, she is dressed in 
white, ancl becomes the drudge of the house- 
hold. 

Truly the appeal of the Zenanas can never 
lose ita urgency or lessen its insistence with 
those who have ears to hear, until the present 
conditions are swept away. As is alwaye the 
caqe when m injustice is done, it eventually 
recoils upon those who perpetrate it, and the 
men of India who have come into touch with 
Inodern progress find they are handicapped by 
tbeir wives, who are still untouched by its 
i6fluence. 

Sol in regard to the adoption of Christianity. 
A man who desired to profew his belief and to 
accept Christian baptism, went home to find 
that his mother had beaten heiself until the 
blood came, and his wife was dressed as a 
widow. To a man who cared for his wife, and 
who knew well what the life of an Indian 
widofw meant the struggle was terrible. '' How 
can I let my little wife beconie a widow? " 
was his cry, " I can't do it." 

Again, we were told that the key to the 
Christianizing of India is the instruction of the 
women. To gain the men only is like rowing 
with one oar. The 'wonien have an enormous 
influence in an Indian household, and when 
they are Christian t,heir children will be taught 
from babyhood. 

One of the hanlest .iuorlcers where all worked 
hard w'ax hIim Tippet, for in addition to pre- 
siding over the Chinese Feast, with the aid of 
other willing helpers, s l ip  gave inany ad- 
dresses in t h o  coiirse of the day, besides speak- 
ing at the evening meeting. At one of the 
afternoon addresses she told of the hardship 
undergone by the Chinese women at the time 
of their confinements. A rope is tied round 
the waist and gradually drawn tighter and 
tighter. The patient is hrltl np  by her hair, 
ancl for three days and nights is not allowed 
to go to s1et.p. 1s i t  any woncler that much 
ill health dates from the time of childbirth, 
ant! aIso that eshaustion not infrequenCIy re- 
sults in death? Miss Tippet, who has a gtrong 
vein of humour underlying her intense earnest- 
ness, told the tale of o, patient to whom she 
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